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the soul abstracted from the world on the ether. - In
the world India is variously connected with many races
and many creeds; she cannot reject any of them. But on
the altar of devotion (tapasya) India sits alone. Kalidas
has shown, both in Sakuntala and Kumara Sambhava,
that there is a harmony between these two principles, an
easy transition from the one to the other. In his hermit-
age a human boy plays with lion cubs, and the hermit
spirit is reconciled with the spirit of the householder.

On the foundation of the hermitage of recluses
Kalidas has built the home of the householder. He has
rescued the relation of the sexes from the sway of lust
and enthroned it on the holy and pure seat of asceticism.
In the sacred books of the Hindus the ordered relation
of the sexes has been defined by strict injunctions and
laws. Kalidas has demonstrated that relation by means
of the elements of Beauty. The Beauty that he adores is
lit up by grace, modesty, and goodness; in its intensity it
is true to one for ever; in its range it embraces the whole
universe. It is fulfilled by renunciation, gratified by
sorrow, and rendered eternal by religion. In the midst
of this beauty, the impetuous unruly love of man and
woman has restrained itself and attained to a pro-
found peace, like a wild torrent merged in the ocean of
goodness. Therefore is such love higher and more
wonderful than wild and untrained Passion.*

*This article was originally written by the author in Bengali
and was translated into English by Professor Jadunath Sarkar,